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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
 

JSpurC accepts three broad types of submissions: full papers, negative results and proposals for 

topics and authors. All submissions are subject to the following editorial policy and submission 

guidelines. 

 

Editorial Policy 

 

Data Policy 

The objective of the Journal’s policy is to ensure that any published result can be replicated by 

other researchers. Papers submitted for publication should contain sufficient detail about 

computation procedures and adequate reference to the data sources to permit readers to 

reconstruct the analytic procedure leading to the published results. Authors are required to 

provide detailed reference to any data, programs or computational procedures that were used in 

papers containing empirical work, simulation or experiments, so as to permit the replication of 

results during the review process. The editors should be notified of any use of proprietary data at 

the time of submission. They should also be notified if for any reason the above data disclosure 

requirements cannot be met. 

 

Disclosure Policy 

Authors are expected to disclose to the editorial board any potential conflict of interests 

associated with the submission, including conflicts of interest that may arise from financial 

interests, academic or non-academic activities. 

 

Submission Policy 

The Journal accepts full-length papers, short reviews of negative results and proposals for topics 

and authors. Papers and negative results are invited by the editors or submitted in response to the 

official Call for Papers. Proposals are accepted on a rolling basis. 

 

Submission Guidelines 

 

Style Conventions 

 

1.   Reference Style 

Please note that this is not an exhaustive list. References should correspond to the 

citations in text (e.g. Smith 2004). List references ordered alphabetically by last name and 

year of publication in descending order if there are several titles by the same author. If 

two or more works of the same author have the same year, they should be distinguished 

by using a, b, etc. in both the list of references and the text. Book and article titles should 

be capitalized. 

 

The general citation format follows the next examples: 



 

Books: 

King, G., R. Keohane and S. Verba (1994) Designing Social Inquiry (Princeton: Princeton 

University Press). 

 

Journal articles: 

Charlton, B.G. (2004) ‘Why a Journal of Negative Results?’ Journal of Negative Results 

in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, 1, pp. 6-7. 

 

Chapter in edited volumes: 

Habermas, J. (1976). ‘A Positivistically Bisected Rationalism’ in T.W. Adorno, H. Albert, 

R. Dahrendorf, J. Habermas, H. Pilot, and K.R. Popper (ed.) The Positivist Dispute in 

German Sociology (London: Heinemann). 

 

2.   Abstract style 

Abstracts are required both for full length papers and for reports of negative results. 

Abstracts should not exceed 100 words in length and are expected to represent an 

overview of the paper, excluding formulas or references. 

 

3.   Submission format 

Electronic format is strongly preferred and recommended. Manuscripts should be 

submitted as PDF files. The standard format includes double spacing, use of 12 point 

Times New Roman font and 2.5 cm space at all margins of the page. Footnotes and 

endnotes should be formatted as above. Tables and figures are expected to be added at the 

end of the manuscript on independent pages. Formulas in text should be inserted on 

separate lines and numbered from first to last in the main text of the paper or appendix by 

Greek numerals between round parenthesis. 

 

The number of notes and appendices is expected to be reduced to the minimum. If 

necessary, please use endnotes not footnotes. 

 

All submissions will be read by members of the editorial board for the benefit of stylistic 

clarity and format fluency. Editors assume the freedom to make minor changes; only 

substantial editorial comments will be referred back to the author before the work is 

submitted to peer review. Final versions of articles will be sent to authors for approval 

prior to their publication. 

 

4.   Style guidelines for full-length papers 

Full length papers should not exceed 7000 words, excluding tables, figures and formulas. 

Manuscripts exceeding this length are expected to motivate their length: those in excess of 

thirty pages are discouraged. 

 

5.   Style guidelines for negative results 

Negative results should not exceed 2500 words, excluding tables, figures and formulas. 

The following structure is suggested: introductory statement on initial research question, 

description of data and method, display and analysis of results, explanation of why results 

are negative or ‘unexpected’ and of their potential further use. Extensive literature 

overview is not necessary, only references relevant for the discussion should be included. 



 

Ideally, negative results should be signed by their authors, but anonymous submissions  

are also accepted under the rules of the triple blind review procedure of JSpurC. 

 

In addition to the usual peer review process, the negative results will be published 

together with comments on substance and. Authors will have the opportunity to reply to 

these comments in the case of signed negative results. Anonymous negative results and 

comments are subject to the mediation of the editorial board. 

 

6.   Style guidelines for proposals 

Proposals for topics and authors are accepted on rolling basis by the journal’s office. 

Proposals include informal suggestions of topics that following journal issues may want 

to address and authors JSpurC would be advised to invite contributions from. Also, 

proposals may be previews of prospective submissions that could be developed for future 

issues of the journal. In particular, the section of negative results remains permanently 

open to such proposals without the inherent restraints of dedicated topics for each issue. 

 

The recommended reference guides are the Chicago Manual of Style and Webster’s Ninth New 

Collegiate Dictionary. 

 

Submission Procedure 

 

Electronic submission of all contributions as e-mail attachments in PDF format is strongly 

preferred. 

 

Submit proposals for topics, authors or future contributions to: 

editor@jspurc.org 

 

Completed papers and negative results should be submitted to: 

editor@jspurc.org 

 

 

 


